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1. set trading hours

2. set sound levels

3. incentives for live music and 

performance
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Discussion paper 
Summary of feedback

• More than 350 submissions

• 70% of survey respondents support 

or support with changes

• reasons for support: 

-night life growth

-cultural and nightlife diversity

-more flexibility for businesses

• main concerns: 

-entertainment noise

-general noise concerns 

-safety concerns
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Converting our late 
night trading areas 
to special 
entertainment 
precincts

Planning proposal - 

Amend 3 instruments 

to designate SEPs



Proposed changes since 
the discussion paper
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Upgrade of 5 precincts so they can trade later
Oxford Street

Current Proposed
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Upgrade of 5 precincts so they can trade later
The Rocks and Walsh Bay

Current Proposed
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Upgrade of 5 precincts so they can trade later
Redfern / Waterloo

Current Proposed
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Upgrade of 5 precincts so they can trade later
Hollywood Quarter 

Current Proposed
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No change recommended
William Street 
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2 new and expanded precincts
Chippendale

Current Proposed
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2 new and expanded precincts
Ultimo

Current Proposed



Precincts 
management plan
15
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Trading 

hours
Northern areas

Walsh Bay

Central 

Sydney

Kings Cross

Woolloomooloo

Surry Hills

Paddington

Oxford Street
Glebe

Chippendale

Redfern

Broadway

North 

Alexandria

Green 

Square

Erskineville

King Street, 

Newtown

Pyrmont

Ultimo

Danks Street
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Trading 

hours
Southern areas

Walsh Bay

Central 

Sydney

Kings Cross

Woolloomooloo

Surry Hills

Paddington

Oxford Street
Glebe

Chippendale

Redfern

Broadway

North 

Alexandria

Green 

Square

Erskineville

King Street, 

Newtown

Pyrmont

Ultimo

Danks Street
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Sound plan

• Sets clear, fixed, measurable criteria for 

entertainment sound from venues

• Enables live music and nightlife, while protecting 

residential amenity

• 4 sound category areas (SCA1–SCA4) reflecting 

quieter to louder neighbourhoods

• Applies across 3 time periods

• Maintains or increases sound allowances in line with 

NSW SEP Guidelines
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Governance

• Regular oversight – Nightlife and Creative Industries 

Advisory Panel

• Monitoring and evaluation plan
– Tracking performance

– Desired outcomes under 5 objectives

– One year trial

• Compliance processes

• Suspending or revoking



Proposed changes 
to the DCP
20
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Proposed changes to 
the DCP
• Proposed updates to:

 3.15 Late night trading

 3.18 Entertainment sound management

• Aligning the DCP with special entertainment 

precinct 

• Streamlining for clarity 
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Next steps
If approved

Gateway request Q2

Public exhibition Q2

Review feedback Q3

Report back to CSPC and Council Q3

Make controls Q4

One year trial commences Q4 





Category A

Larger venues and 
nightclubs

Category B

Small bars, clubs and 
restaurants

Category C

Unlicensed 
shops and 

hairdressers

Indoor Outdoor Indoor Outdoor Indoor

Late Night 
Management 
areas 

Including 
Central 
Sydney, 
Oxford Street 
and Kings 
Cross

SEP hours – no 
approval needed

6am to 
midnight

9am to 
10pm

6am to 
2am

7am to 
10pm 6am to 2am

Incentive – with 
regular 
performances

To 1am _ To 3am _ _

Incentive – on day 
of a performance To 2am _ To 4am _ _

Extended – with 
approval 24 hours 9am to 

1am 24 hours 7am to 
1am 24 hours

Proposed 
trading hours
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Category A

Larger venues and 
nightclubs

Category B

Small bars, clubs and 
restaurants

Category C

Unlicensed 
shops and 

hairdressers

Indoor Outdoor Indoor Outdoor Indoor

City Living 
areas 

Including 
Barangaroo, 
Broadway and 
William Street

SEP hours – no 
approval needed

7am to 
11pm

9am to 
10pm

7am to 
1am

7am to 
10pm 7am to 1am

Incentive – with 
regular 
performances

To 
midnight _ To 2am _ _

Incentive – on day 
of a performance To 1am _ To 3am _ _

Extended – with 
approval

7am to 
5am

9am to 
midnight

6am to 
5am

7am to 
midnight 24 hours

Proposed 
trading hours
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Category A

Larger venues and 
nightclubs

Category B

Small bars, clubs and 
restaurants

Category C

Unlicensed 
shops and 

hairdressers

Indoor Outdoor Indoor Outdoor Indoor

Local Centre 
areas 

Including 
Crown Street, 
Glebe Point 
Road and 
Chippendale

SEP hours – no 
approval needed

7am to 
10pm

9am to 
10pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
10pm 7am to 11pm

Incentive – with 
regular 
performances

To 11pm _ To 
midnight _ _

Incentive – on day 
of a performance

To 
midnight _ To 1am _ _

Extended – with 
approval

7am to 
midnight

9am to 
10pm

6am to 
midnight / 
2am

7am to 
10pm 6am to 2am

Proposed 
trading hours
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Sound criteria

Cumulative levels, 

LAeq for dBA and 

LZeq for octave 

bands
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